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Letter From 
the Editor
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Chess is a timeless game that bridges generations and connects us 
across ages. For example, when I was about eight years old, my 
father introduced me to the game. Each Thanksgiving thereafter, I 
played chess with my grandfather at the same kitchen table he had 
played chess with my great-grandfather, continuing a cherished 
family tradition. Today, I enjoy teaching and playing with my own 
children and niblings, continuing the cycle. Truly, chess is the 
ultimate multigenerational game that unites us through shared 
strategy and memory.

As the editor of the CalChess Journal, I am committed to linking 
the past with the present. In my role as scholastic coordinator for 
CalChess, I embrace the future of the game. Whether we meet at a 
tournament or you read this magazine, my hope is that you feel 
connected to chess’s rich history while confidently moving 
forward into its bright future in Northern California. Chess is more 
than a game—it's a timeless pursuit that binds us across 
generations.



In Memory of Daniel 
Naroditsky

By Aamir Azhar
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The most formative event of my scholastic chess career occurred at 
the 33rd annual CalChess State Championships, and Daniel 
Naroditsky was a part of it. Both of us were in sixth grade at the time, 
May 2008. Six rounds were spread over two days with a time control of 
ninety minutes. I won my first four games, and in the fifth round, I beat 
my longtime rival Kevin Zhu to go into the last round as the only player 
with a perfect score. At the time, it felt like all eleven years I had lived 
on this earth had been leading up to this. I was one match away from 
being the uncontested fourth to sixth grade champion for the entirety of 
California state.

I know what you’re thinking: I played Danya and lost. Well, half of that 
is correct. I did lose, but it was against my friend Yian Liou, and it was 
because I played so hard for a draw that I never attacked; instead, I 
dilly-dallied into a gradual loss. No, I never played Danya in that 
tournament, because he wasn’t playing in my section, despite us being 
the same age. He was busy winning the ninth to twelfth grade section.

Danya Naroditsky with his co-champion Steven Zierk (PC 
Michael Aigner)



4

This memory is significant to 
me because it was the 
beginning of the end of my 
chess career. It encapsulated 
the three reasons I’d 
informally quit a few years 
later, none of which I could 
articulate until recently. One, I 
was so desperate for the 
validation of state titles that I 
was willing to compromise the 
one thing all chess champions 
share: the desire to win every 
game they play. (In essence, 
my motivations were wrong.) 
Two, my chess career was 
concentrated to the glamour 
and conviviality of the 
scholastic scene in California, 
which I’d soon become too 
old for. Lastly, I felt constantly 
overshadowed by prodigies 
like Yian Liou (a year my 
junior, but better), Tanuj 
Vasudeva (five years younger 
than me, and quickly 
approaching my level), and 
Danya Naroditsky (my age, 
competing against adults 
already, and roughly thrice my 
strength). In fact, while I was 
fighting my way into an 
elementary school title, this 
was Danya’s second time 
winning high school. He had 
won it the previous year as a 

fifth grader. And once he 
entered junior high, he 
wouldn’t bother with states at 
all; instead, Yian Liou would 
inherit the high school 
section’s title the next 
year—in sixth grade.

But at the time, I was still in 
it. I was rated in the top 100 
nationally of my age group 
until I entered high school. 
Danya and I shared a coach, 
Michael Aigner, who I like to 
describe as the Phil Jackson of 
California scholastic chess 
coaches. I was too far out of 
Danya’s league to compete 
against him, but I saw him at 
state and national chess 
tournaments, where he served 
as a constant reminder of what 
a world class chess player was 
like. It was an honor to be in 
close proximity to people of 
that caliber. It was deflating 
too.

Me and the other winners of the 4th-6th grade section. 
(PC Michael Aigner)
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Because the scholastic chess 
world was stressful, filled with 
drama, and littered with 
competitive parents projecting 
onto their children. I couldn’t 
handle it. Not many children 
could. We had the misfortune 
of being good enough to see 
chess from a birds’ eye view, 
to be able to compare 
ourselves to the Danyas of the 
world who found—or 
forged—a path through all the 
disorder. Unsurprisingly, most 
of my peers chose to soft 
retire in high school instead of 
pursue a professional adult 
chess career, which was far 
more cutthroat and toxic, 
despite its marked absence of 
helicopter parents. Not Danya, 
though.

In 2010, as I left the chess 
world to focus on high school, 
he became the youngest 
published chess author with 
his first book, Mastering 
Positional Chess, then earned 
two IM norms. The next year, 
he secured the IM title and 
earned his first GM norm at 
the Benasque Open just six 
months later. 2012 saw the 
release of his second 
book—Mastering Complex 
Endgames—and 2013 saw 

him win his final two GM 
norms. Danya was a chess 
grandmaster before he was a 
senior in high school.

The unbelievable part is this 
was only the beginning of his 
prestigious chess career. He 
coached the BayAreaChess 
Elite team while pursuing a 
degree in History at Stanford, 
then worked as Resident 
Grandmaster of the Charlotte 
Chess Center after graduation. 
He then began his formal 
streaming and coaching 
career, which was catapulted 
by the pandemic as well as his 
win against #2 ranked Fabiano 
Caruana at the 2021 U.S. 
Championship. By 2023, he 
had become the chess 
columnist for The New York 
Times and amassed more than 
200,000 followers on 
YouTube and Twitch.

Danya Naroditsky defeats Fabiano Caruana at the 
2021 U.S. Championship.
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Danya’s full resume would fill 
much more than two 
paragraphs, but his legacy 
encompasses much more than 
his competitive record, and 
even his streaming career. He 
understood, unlike most of us, 
that chess, more than its 
games and books and 
streaming, is made up of the 
people playing it. It’s the way 
you shake your opponent’s 
hand after an intense game. 
It’s the vulnerability in 
watching someone react to 
their own blunder, in losing a 
winning endgame on time, in 
the eye contact you make 
when offering a draw. Chess is 
how players share their 
love—and hate—of the game 
through memes, analysis, and 
strongly worded tweets. Chess 
is universal. It is territory that 
is as firmly neutral as it is 
contested. And in an age 
where everyone is trying to 
stake the game as their own, 
Danya never did. His play was 
one of craft, not ego. He 
elevated not just the game 
with his presence, but the 
culture around it too. That’s 
why people liked to watch 
him, because he made the 
game fun and accessible, and 

taught with the same diligence 
that he played with. For the 
stunted chess kids like me, he 
was a beacon of what we all 
could be, as players, and as 
people too.

Chess, sometimes, can 
convince us that life is 
quantifiable. Each move is 
subject to analysis, each game 
condensed into one of three 
results; its certainty is part of 
its appeal. But we lost 
something immeasurable with 
Danya’s passing. What’s left is 
the example that he set.

Rest in peace, Danya. The 
chess world is better because 
of you.

The Naroditsky 
Memorial & 
Fellowship 

Endowment
givebutter.com/naroditsky

The "Daniel Naroditsky Foundation" 
is a memorial fund launched by the 
Charlotte Chess Center and the 
Naroditsky family to honor 
Grandmaster Daniel Naroditsky, who 
passed away in October 2025. The 
fund is working to create a $4 million 
endowment to support two initiatives: 
an annual blitz and rapid chess 
tournament in Charlotte and a 
fellowship program for promising 
young chess players. 



7

2025 US 
Amateur West 

Individual 
Championship 

The annual U.S. Amateur 
West Individual 
Championship took place in 
mid September at the spacious 
Sonesta Silicon Valley Event 
Center In Milpitas. The 
tournament attracted 80 
players and they were in turn 
broken up into three rating 
based sections: 1800+, 
1400-1799, and under 1399. 
Chief TD Jordan Langland got 
every round started on time 
and did a masterful job of 
making sure that all the 
player’s inquiries were 
answered promptly. After six 
rounds, it was Easwar Gnana 
Hari Sekar who won the 
Championship Section with 5 
total points. In the 1400-1799 
Section, Kaihan Liu secured 
first place with 5/6. Finally, in 
the under 1400 Section, 
Medhansh Rai won first prize 
with an impressive 5.5/6.

See more photos at 
dailychessmusings.com
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12/6, Sat 9am

🏆 CalChess Super States: 
K-1 & K-6 Champ and 
other K-12 Sections (Day 
1/2)

12/7, Sun Until 5:10pm

🏆 CalChess Super States: 
K-1 & K-6 Champ and 
other K-12 Sections (Day 
2/2)

12/13, Sat 9 – 11:30am

🪙 Kids' Signature Quads 
3RR G/25 d5 (BAC @ 
Cupertino)

12/14, Sun 9 – 11:30am

🪙 Kids' Signature Quads 
3RR G/25 d5 (BAC @ San 
Jose)

Upcoming 
Tournaments



Who Was Richard 
Shorman?

Richard Shorman 
(1938–2023) was a dedicated 
teacher and mentor to 
thousands of adults and 
children in the San Francisco 
East Bay for over 60 years. 
Many of his chess students 
went on to become state 
champions, experts and 
masters. In addition to being a 
legendary chess teacher, Mr. 
Shorman was a columnist, 
writer and the official 
photographer for CalChess. 
For more information about 
Richard Shorman, please read 
the CalChess Journal special 
edition release dedicated to his 
life and impact on the 
Northern California chess 
community. 

Richard 
Shorman 

Memorial  2025
Open Section 

Top  Five

Place Player 
Name

Total 
Points

1 Theodore 
James 
Coyne

5.5

2 Alexander 
Paul Chin

4.5

3 Elliott 
Winslow

4.0

4 Max 
Virgil

4.0

5 Jonah 
Busch

4.0

11

Richard Shorman Memorial  
2025

Organized by The Berkeley Chess School on 8/28-10/3



12

2025 CalChess 
Denker/Barber

/Rockefeller 
Qualifier

At the Denker, Barber and 
Rockefeller qualifiers, the best 
scholastic chess players from 
Northern California compete 
for the honor of representing 
CalChess at a special Closed 
National Championship 
against representatives from 
all the other states. The 
Denker Qualifier for high 
school aged chess players had 
sixteen competitors with Eric 
Yuhan Li placing first with an 
impressive score of 4 points in 
5 rounds. Neil Bhaduri placed 
first out of thirteen with a 
perfect 5/5 in the Barber 
Qualifier for middle school 
aged players. The Rockefeller 
Qualifier for elementary 
students featured thirty-seven 
competitors but when all the 
dust settled, it was Liam Liu 
who came out in front with a 
score of 4.5/5. Congratulations 
to all the participants on a 
participating in our State’s 
most prestigious closed 
scholastic chess competition. 

The Denker, Barber, and 
Rockefeller tournaments are 
prestigious national scholastic 
chess championships held 
each year alongside the U.S. 
Open, bringing together the 
top K–12 players from every 
state. The Denker features 
high-school champions, the 
Barber hosts middle-school 
champions, and the 
Rockefeller showcases the 
strongest elementary players. 
These invitation-only events 
highlight the best young talent 
in the country, offering a 
competitive arena, national 
recognition, and opportunities 
for scholarships and future 
chess advancement.

What is the 
Denker/Barber

/Rockefeller 
Chess 

Tournament? 



Who Was Walter Browne?
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Walter Browne was born in 
Sydney Australia on January 
10, 1949. When he was just 3 
years old, his family moved to 
the United States close to New 
York City. The New York 
chess scene was a good 
starting place for Walter and 
he went on to win the U.S. 
Junior Championship in 1966. 
By 1970, Browne was 
awarded Grandmaster title and 
in 1973 he moved to 
California. The longtime 
Berkeley resident would win 
the U.S. Championship a total 
of 6 times (1974, 1975, 1977, 
1980, 1981 and 1983). In 
addition to his US 
Championship triumphs, GM 
Walter Browne represented 
the United States in the Chess 
Olympiads 6 times, won the 
National Open 11 times, the 
American Open 7 times, the 
World Open 3 times, and the 
U.S. Open Chess 
Championship twice. In 2003, 
GM Walter Browne was 
admitted to the U.S. Chess 
Hall of Fame and in 2012 he 
wrote a book on his chess 
career titled “The Stress of 

Chess ... and its Infinite 
Finesse”. Walter Browne 
participated in the 50th 
Anniversary National Open 
Chess Championship in Las 
Vegas in June 2015 before 
passing away a short time 
later. A Californian who 
dedicated his life to chess, 
GM Walter Browne is 
arguably the most successful 
chess player to call the Golden 
State home. 

Walter Browne 
Memorial 2025

Open Section 
Top 5

Place Player Name Points

1 Dmytro 
Dzhanhirov

5.5

2 Austin Edward 
Cambon

4.5

3 Elliott Winslow 4.0

4 Alexander Paul 
Chin

4.0

5 Zeno Kalonaris 4.0

Walter Browne Memorial 2025
Organized by The Berkeley Chess School on 7/18-8/22
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Have a Story 
to Share?

If you have a story or game that 
you would like to share in the 
next CalChess journal, please 

email it to 
DailyChessMusings@gmail.com 

and it may be selected as a 
feature.  
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2025 CalChess State 
Championship

By Ikshit Gupta
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Tom Dorsch Memorial  2025
Organized by The Berkeley Chess School on 5/30-7/11
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Thomas Dorsch was born in 
Oakland on November 3, 1942. 
In the 1950s, he joined the 
Oakland Chess Club, run by 
George Koltanowski. George 
mentored Tom and they 
maintained a lifelong friendship. 
Besides earning the Life Master 
title, he was also a prominent 
chess organizer, national 
tournament director, scholastic 
chess coach, USCF Treasurer 
and CalChess President. Under 
his leadership, CalChess grew 
from a tiny affiliate to a major 
organization with over 800 
members. Without Tom’s 
management of CalChess in the 
early 2000s, you would not be 
reading this magazine today. 

Place Player Name Points

1 Dmytro 
Dzhanhirov

6.0

2 Max Virgil 4.0

3 Roger M. 
Poehlmann

3.5

4 Roger 
Christopher 

Smith

3.5

5 Hovik 
Manvelyan

3.5

Tom Dorsch Memorial  
2025

Open Section Top  Five

Who Was Tom 
Dorsch?
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CalChess Rapid 
Championship

Twenty-one chess players who 
prefer faster time controls 
showed up on September 21 to 
test their skills at the 2025 
CalChess Rapid 
Championship, run by Bay 
Area Chess. Faster time 
controls make managing the 
tournament more difficult but 
Organizer James Bethany and 
Chief Tournament Director 
Jordan Langland were 
definitely up for the challenge. 
In fact the only difficulties I 
witnessed were on the 
chessboards where 
fantastically complex games 
were played with less time on 
the clock. After five rounds, it 
was Dylan Tang who took first 
place in the Championship 
Section with a powerful 4.5 
points. Vedant Verma and 
Michael Grigorev tied for first 
place in the 1400-1799 
Section with 4/5. At the 
bottom boards, it was Mihir 
Chandra who took first place 
in the 1000-1399 Section by 
going undefeated with a final 
score of 4.5/5.

The Berkeley Chess School is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization that offers chess 
instruction, regional chess tournaments 
(including an all-girls tournament), winter, 
spring and summer chess camps, a Friday 
night chess program in Berkeley, San 
Ramon, Walnut Creek and Mountain 
House that includes a class and a USCF 
rated tournament, as well as advanced 
classes and master classes during the 
week.  We also offer chess in the 
classroom in Title One schools, and have 
an international chess exchange program.



2025 CalChess State Open Blitz
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The most thrilling State Championship of the year has to be the blitz 
event. The 2025 Calchess State Open Blitz Championship took place in 
Santa Clara on the first day of September. In the Under 1400 Section, 
Leo Zhang bested the field with an excellent score of 8/10. In the 
1400-1799 Section Timothy Zhu and Sarvagnya Brahmanapally shared 
first place with a score of 7/10. The 2025 CalChess State Champions for 
blitz are Dmytro Dzhanhirov and Dirpo Chakraborty who tied for first 
place in the top section by scoring 7.5/10. Hats off to Salman Azhar, 
Jordan Langland and Tom Langland and the Bay Area Chess team for 
running such a thrilling chess event. 

We welcome everyone into the BAC Family to 
come as they are. We thank all of you for the 
love and support through the years. It's 
because of you we constantly strive to get 
better, and renew our offerings to remain the 
best chess organization in the US. See how 
you can get involved; volunteering or 
supporting BAC has never been easier!
Sincerely,
Your Friends at Bay Area Chess
https://www.bayareachess.com/

https://www.bayareachess.com/getinvolved/
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Volunteer Spotlight
Lathrop Library Chess Club

By Rosaleia Torres

with my younger cousins and has allowed me to help many bright kids. I 

thought that we might not end up with a large crowd, since the chess 

club does not require members to sign up, but I was quickly proven 

wrong. Over the past year, we have had many familiar faces 

continuously drop in to play a fun practice game or to pick up where I 

left off in their last lesson. All the hours of talking to other chess players, 

whether they are better at chess than I am or came to learn the basics, 

has given me practice at lifelong skills. Not only has my chess 

improved, but so has my confidence and my ability to articulate complex 

explanations to people of varying chess levels. I hope that even after I go 

off to college next year that I will be able to stop by at the library to 

continue to have a good time while sharing my enjoyment of chess with 

the people in my community. 

At first, volunteering at the 

library was just a good way to 

help my community. I didn’t 

realize that it would end up 

helping me, too. Almost every 

first and third Saturday, I get to 

go and play chess with my 

family and a bunch of fellow 

chess players. It has given me a 

fun activity to do
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About CalChess



Thanks 
for 

reading…

See you again 
for the next 

edition


